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158th Annual Grand Ball and Banquet was another 
 

GRAND NIGHT OUT 
THE 158th óGrand Ball and Banquetô which was held at the Macron Stadium at Bolton, 
was hailed yet again as an overwhelming success. 
Over 500 Freemasons and their partners joined the President of the event, Provincial Grand Master 
Tony Harrison and his wife Maureen in another ógrand night outô. As usual, all the gentlemen wore full 
Craft or Royal Arch regalia, with masters and first principals proudly wearing the collars of office from 
their respective lodges and chapters. 
The continuing success of promoting the event as one for ALL MASONS was clearly marked with the 
attendance of some 50 ólight bluesô from across the Province who all joined with their more senior col-
leagues in enjoying the unique mix of ceremonial and party atmosphere at this highlight of the Provin-
cial social calendar. 
The Chairman and the Vice Chairman of the Ball Committee, David Asbridge and Peter Allen who are 
respectively the Provincial Senior and Junior Grand Wardens, together with their wives Jaine and Les-
ley joined Tony and Maureen in welcoming guests at the reception before the dinner. 
Present masters and first principals of lodges and chapters, together with their partners gathered in the 
Hall of Fame Suite where there was a very happy and lively atmosphere, mirrored by the many other 
guests who were enjoying a drink and chat in the adjoining Lion of Vienna Suite, in the company of the 
Assistant Provincial Grand Masters and Assistants to the Provincial Grand Principals. 

Continued on page two 

The chaos and the fun which is the Grand March! 
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Another Grand Night Out 
 

Continued from page one 
 
Once all the guests had taken their 
places in the main dining suite, the 
principal guests and their ladies were 
formally introduced by Provincial Grand 
Director of Ceremonies Keith Kemp 
and they processed into the hall to loud 
applause. A very appropriate and hu-
morous grace was given by the Provin-
cial Chaplain Rev Canon Godfrey Hirst, 
prior to the banquet being served.  
With the diners happily relaxing for a 
short time after the excellent meal, the 
Grand Ball Chairman, David Asbridge 
welcomed everyone, saying, ñCan I 
express my gratitude to all of you for 
supporting this, the 158th Grand Ball 
and Banquet. My thanks must also 
rightly be extended to those brethren 
who have put this stunning event to-
gether. I refer to the organising committee namely Andrew Wiltshire, Tony Bent, Peter Pemberton, Ian 
Walton and my vice chairman Peter Allen. Furthermore, I would like to pay particular tribute to Tony 
Bent who will be retiring from our committee this year and to give a sincere vote of thanks to him for the 
help he has given over many years.ò 

 

óSTARTING GRIDô 
 

With all the tributes and thanks so amply fulfilled by David, the team of DCôs quickly oversaw the gath-
ering of the distinguished guests onto the óstarting gridô of the óGrand Marchô chequered pavement. As 
usual, Tony and Maureen were in ópole positionô and flanked by Philip and Anne Gunning on one side, 
with Paul and Wendy Renton on the other. As the first musical notes rang out, the march began with 
literally 100s of couples being led the length of the dance floor by those dual masters of choreographic 
intricacy, Malcolm Bell and Barrie Crossley. 
As ever, it would prove almost impossible to describe the apparent combination of chaos and precision 
that typifies the óGrand Marchô but itôs undoubtedly the most eagerly anticipated feature of this annual 
event. The row upon row of exuberant and laughing participants, once again proved the enjoyment and 
fun that this march adds to an already great evening. 
When the Grand March drew to a close the night moved into top gear with the band, óUnder the Co-
versô, providing a popular mix of music which enabled some of those on the dance floor to prove that 
the Province of West Lancashire really has got the potential for enjoying Freemasonry in all its manifes-
tations.  
As the night all too quickly reached its climax, Peter Allen thanked everyone for making the evening 
such a success and encouraged them to return in even greater numbers next year.  At the end of ex-
pressing further thanks to the many contributors to the Grand Ballôs organisation, he wished everyone a 

safe homeward journey. 
For the óyounger setô and the more 
resilient ónot so younger setô, the 
party atmosphere continued into 
the ówee, small hoursô with music 
supplied by the DJ to keep them 
entertained and away from their 
beds a little longer. 

Barrie Crossley (left) and Malcolm Bell lead the Grand March  
and obviously share in the fun! 

Showband óUnder The Coversô were a great hit. 

 

Grand Ball and  
Banquet Camera Roll 
Pages four and five 
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 JIMõS JOTTINGS  REFLECTIONS FROM THE 
GROUP CHAIRMAN 

Brethren, 
 

Another very busy month draws to a close. We have had four Craft installations and four in the Royal Arch but 
again due to the clash with Great Eccleston and Morecambe Chapters being held on the same evening the Group 
Officers and Principals of chapters had to split themselves which I am sure impacts on the attendance at both 
chapters. It is a great pity these two chapters cannot move their installation meeting on a bi-annual basis in order 
to accommodate all concerned.  
 

The meeting of Knott End Chapter was a particularly sad one as it was the meeting they handed back their char-
ter. They have struggled on for a few years and tried different ways to keep going but decided the time had come 
to close. I hope all the members will continue to enjoy their RA Masonry by joining other chapters and I wish them 
all well in the future. 
 

I hope you are all familiar with the on-line raffle which is administered by Heysham Lodge but available to be used 
by any of our lodges or chapters. Due to my forthcoming retirement they have afforded me the privilege of donat-
ing the monies from the next raffle to a charity of my choice and I have decided to donate it to the Lancaster and 
Morecambe Deaf Childrenôs Society. This is a relatively new charity which looks after local deaf children from birth 
and I have been fortunate in the past to be invited along by Torrisholme Lodge to present cheques to them and to 
see the great work they do in supporting the children and their families. I have always been a great advocate of 
supporting small local charities rather than the large national charities many of which are supported by the Grand 
Charity and a few hundred pounds can make so much difference to a local group. The raffle can be accessed by 
putting LDM 500 club into a search engine.  
 

I am seeing from the precepts that some of our lodges have received the presentation given by John Holmes and 
David Morgan who are members of our Care Team but I would like to see more of our lodges doing so. I know 
that some brethren view a talk on charities as a boring subject but since the introduction of the new care structure 
things have moved on so much, and so much more is now available. It is easy to say that you wonôt ever need 
help but it is surprising when you might as has been  found by members of our own group. John and David work 
exceedingly hard to make sure our brethren, widows and families are looked after but they need your help and 
support to enable them to do so. Unfortunately, due to the confidentiality of they work, many of you are not aware 
what they do or the many hours they put into looking after our members and their dependants. I came up through 
the charity side of Freemasonry so I know first hand how much commitment and dedication is needed and I thank 
them for all the work they do to keep our care team the best in the Province.  
 

We are now starting to hear more about recruitment and retention. Recruitment comes under the brief of our 
Group Membership Officer Chris Brown, who is always available to you for information and support. I hope that 
you are all continuing to invite him to your gentlemen to dine evenings as his knowledge and advice can make 
such a difference to gentlemen taking the final step. Likewise, our Group Mentoring Support Officer Nigel Parish 
looks after the retention and support of our new members. He has booklets which are given to new members after 
each of their ceremonies and a wealth of knowledge  and experience with regard to looking after new brethren.  
All the members of the Group Executive are experts in their particular fields and are there to help and assist. As a 
reminder, they are: 
  

 Group Social Secretary: Steve Plevey assisted by Norman Rae 
 Group Webmaster: Bill Harwood 
 Group Care Team: John Holmes and David Morgan 
 Group Charity Delegate: Simon Hanson assisted by Daniel Crossley 
 Group Mentoring Support Officer: Nigel Parrish 
 Group Royal Arch Mentoring Support Officer: Alan Procter 
 Group Membership Officer: Chris Brown 
 Group Publicity Officer: Paul Thompson 
 Group Golf Representative: William Bamber 
 Group Bowling Representative: David Christopherson 
 Group Clay Pigeon Representative: Richard Dennison 
 Group University Coordinator: John Stanley assisted by Graham Rotherham  
 

I thank all of these brethren for their time and commitment to the Group and its members. Please remember along 
with the Group Officers we are all here to help and support you and can be contacted at any time either direct or 
through the Group Secretary.  
 

Brethren, I thank all of you for your continued support and look forward to your company as I travel around the 
Group. Please continue to enjoy all your meetings, and remember you will get out of it what you put into it.  
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Where thereôs a will ï the MCF can help 
 

THE MCF Communications team plan to provide an article of interest to members every 
quarter providing an insight into the work of the MCF, including any relevant news/
updates or stories.  
The aim of the articles is to spread awareness of the work of the MCF, keep as many people updated 
with their activities as possible, and hopefully encourage people who may need their support to get in 
touch. 
The MCF winter article focusses on their new will-writing platform in the hope that the Masonic commu-
nity will be encouraged to write a will and use this service to do so. 

 
Make a new will your 2018  

promise 
 

Spring has sprung, drawing a line under the 
winter months (although Storm Emma just 
couldnôt let go), and for many, the annual psy-
chological battle to keep New Yearôs resolu-
tions alive probably ended some months ago.  
I have a suggestion for a resolution that 
should be easy to make and achievable. If you 
havenôt got a will, make a belated promise to 
write one.  Contrary to popular belief, making 
a will is not akin to signing your own death 
warrant! It is sensible financial planning for the 
future.  
Itôs never fun to think about our own eventual 
mortal demise, and yet there is no getting 
away from the fact it is a club of which we are 
all going to become members. However, a 
club you definitely do not want to be a mem-
ber of is the intestate club. To join, you need 
to be one of the third of adults in the UK that 
dies every year without having made a will ï 
known as dying intestate. 
If you die intestate, a set of inflexible rules dic-
tate how your estate will be distributed and to 
whom. As youôve worked so hard during your 
life to attain the savings, property, etc. that 
represents your personal wealth, why would 
you not want to decide for yourself who gets 
what after youôre gone?  
Under intestacy rules, any unmarried partners are ignored, however loving and long their relationship 
may have been. Step-children are ignored under intestacy rules too.  
Even if you plan to leave everything to your spouse, without a will, your loved one as beneficiary be-
comes responsible for attaining ógrants of letters of administrationô via the probate registry, which in-
volves an interview and much bureaucratic form filling. It will delay the release of funds and place add-
ed strain on your loved one who is likely already fragile and grieving at this time.  
You canôt leave a gift to charity without a will. Did you know that if you leave at least 10% of your taxa-
ble estate to charity you could reduce any inheritance tax liability against your estate? 
If youôre still not sure itôs time to make a new resolution and make your will, take a look at the Masonic 
Charitable Foundation website. We have lots of information about will-making and legacy giving, and a 
useful downloadable guide. We even have an online will making service in collaboration with Law Vault, 
which is available at www.mcf.org.uk/legacy    
I nearly forgot. Did you know that on average people that have written a will live longer than those who 
havenôt? And people who leave a gift to a charitable cause in their will live longer still.   
Make a promise to look after yourself, those you love and the causes you support ï make a will. 

 

By Duncan Washbrook, Legacy Manager 

http://www.mcf.org.uk/legacy
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Do you enjoy 
Desk Top Publishing? 

 

Would you like to 
serve our Masonic Group? 

 
 

After almost ten years of editing and publishing our  
Group Newsletter/Gazette Peter Pemberton is  
looking to hang up his editorôs eyeshade. 

 
The Group is therefore seeking someone who  can take 
over from Peter and continue to develop this valuable 

Group resource. 
 

You will already be familiar with a suitable DTP  
application such as MS Publisher and, of course,  

have an excellent command of  
English language.  

 
The successful applicant would initially be mentored  
by Peter whilst encouraged to develop their own skills. 

 
If you would like to find out more about this  
important Group opportunity please contact: 

 
Group Chairman designate Neil McGill 
01524 417288   mneilmcgill@aol.com 

or 
Peter Pemberton 

01772 865057 pembers@btinternet.com 
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MENU 

 

Starter: 
Chefôs Homemade Broccoli and Stilton Soup served with a Crusty Bread Roll 

Pan Fried King Prawns served with Chilli Jam    l    Duo of Melon served with Satsumas & Grand Marnier 
 

Main Course: 
Cushion of Beef slow roasted Rump Steak with Wilted Watercress & Madeira Sauce 

Succulent Breast of Chicken served with  Mushroom Sauce 
Baked Scottish Salmon Supreme served with Classic Prawn Sauce 

 

All served with a Chefôs Selection of Potatoes & Vegetables 
 

Desserts: 
Sticky Toffee  Pudding topped with Caramel and served with Custard 

Vanilla Chocolate Profiterole Cheesecake served with Cream       l       Tarte au Citron served with Cream 
Selection of Cheese & Biscuits served with Celery and Grapes 

 

Choice of tea & Coffee served with After Eight Mints 

Live music from 

SHAZAM BACK WITH THE BEAT 

The Worshipful Master Bro. Terence Nealons  
and his wife Sandra cordially invite you to  

Runic Lodge No 6019 

Ladiesõ Evening Celebration 
Saturday 21st April 2018     6.30 for 7.00 pm   

Carriages: Midnight (last orders 11.30 pm)  
Heysham Golf Club, Middleton Road, Heysham LA3 3JH  

£26 p/p     Dress: Formal Black Tie  
 

Gentlemen and their ladies are also welcome  

Runic Lodge No 6019 Ladiesô Evening Booking Form 
PRINT NAME CLEARLY and indicate (tick) your menu selection 

Please indicate any allergens or dietary requirements 
 

I enclose a cheque for Ãééé.. for éééé. persons/diners at Ã26 per person 
 

All cheques to be made payable to Runic Lodge No 6019 
Booking form and cheque payment to be returned no later than Friday 13 April 2018 to 

C. Larder, 34 Lancaster Road, Overton, Morecambe, LA3 3EZ 
 

Bookings and cancellations cannot be accepted after this date 

 Entr®e Main Dessert 

Name Soup Prawns Melon Beef Chicken Salmon 
Sticky 
Toffee 

Cheese 
Cake 

Tarte Cheese 
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FOLLOWING the news that prostate cancer has now become a bigger killer than breast 
cancer last monthôs Group Gazette detailed the historic lack of funding for prostate can-
cer research and the fact that only half as many technical papers on the disease have 
been published when compared to breast cancer. 
We also tried to dispel some of the myths surrounding prostate cancer such as: ñI donôt have any symp-
toms so I canôt have prostate cancerò which is completely wrong; and ñI have heard of the PSA test  but 
my doctor/practice nurse wonôt let me have oneò which again is completely wrong as it is the right of 
every man over the age of 50 to have the test on the NHS. 
Believing that personal experience is possibly the best way of sharing information and aiding the under-
standing of our brethren with regard to the insidious killer which is prostate cancer we invited any of our 
brethren who felt so inclined to write to the Gazette with the story of their own journey with the disease. 
So moved was he by the Gazette article that David Catterall of St Michaelôs-on-Wyre Lodge No 8348 
felt compelled to write of his own experiences in the hope that it would help other brethren to a better 
understanding of prostate cancer and to urge them to get a PSA test and to regularly repeat the test. 
 

David is very happy to be identified as the author, and this is his story: 
 

ñMy story began when I retired at the age of 65 and thought that I had better have a PSA check 
after seeing a poster on a bus. I had an appointment with my GP for another concern so I casual-
ly asked him for a PSA test telling him how I'd seen the poster for men of 60 plus to have this test. 
He asked me if I had any symptoms such as how many times do I get up during the night to pass 
urine, does it hurt when I pass urine, am I passing any blood etc. I assured him that I didn't have 
any of those symptoms and he then told me to go away explaining that the PSA tests are not ac-
curate.  
I didn't think any more of it till I heard Peter Pemberton give a brief talk about prostate cancer and 
the need to have a PSA test as part of his Prostate Cancer Research Campaign after a  lodge 
meeting. Peter explained the risks and the simple blood test we should all have. He gave us a 
manual and a badge for Ã5. Brethren, it was the best Ã5 I ever spent.  
I spoke to Peter later that evening about my visit to see my GP and he informed me that I must 
make another appointment and advised me to be a little more assertive when requesting the PSA 
test as it was my right to have one on the NHS. 
 

ASSERTIVE 
 

At a subsequent appointment with my doctor, and being a little more assertive in requesting the 
test, he readily agreed and a sample of blood was taken.  
l got the results of the blood test a week later which showed a slightly raised PSA level. He then 
examined me and found the prostate to be enlarged. An appointment was made for me to have a 
biopsy and a week later I received a call from the hospital telling me that the results proved can-
cerous .  
After a scan I was given the choice of surgery or radiotherapy. I chose surgery and the prostate 
was successfully removed but following the operation my consultant told me that the cancer was 
more severe than expected. Timewise, from having my PSA test late in October my surgery was 
undertaken the third week in January.  
Removal of the prostate can sometimes cause some side effects and in my case I had to wear a 
leg bag for two months until I had regained full control of the muscles controlling my bladder. I 
was monitored every three months for two years and then six monthly for two years before being 
given the óall clearô. 
My brother, who is 18 months older than me had surgery the week before me so itôs very im-
portant to check family medical records as prostate cancer can be hereditary.  
I hope this letter helps someone to decide to have the PSA test because if I hadn't I wouldn't have 
been writing this letter so please, please make an appointment with your medical centre - and re-
member to regularly repeat the test if it proves negative.ò 

 

Davidôs narrative serves as a compelling message that the PSA test, although far from perfect, is still 
the only non-invasive test available which can indicate the possibility of the presence of prostate can-
cer. As David says in a footnote to his letter, ñHaving the PSA test quite simply saved my lifeò. 

LETõS TALK PROSTATE 
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Nigel  
becomes 
master  

POULTON-LE-SANDS LODGE 
No 1051 held their annual in-
stallation ceremony at More-
cambe Masonic Hall and were 
delighted to welcome as their 
principal guest Christopher 
(Chris) Charles Butterfield.  
Joining Chris at the meeting, which 
saw WM Mike Ashton install his 
successor Nigel John Norris into 
the chair, were the Provincial 
Grand Master Tony Harrison, who 
is a member of the lodge, Lancas-
ter and District Group Chairman Jim Wilson, Keith Kemp, Tom Holroyd, Philip Gardner and Malcolm 
Alexander, together with acting Provincial grand officers David Kenworthy, Steve Plevey, Craig Williams 
and Stewart Aimson. 
Having completed the necessary lodge business, the lodge director of ceremonies Keith Dorrington en-
tered the lodge room to announce that the PrGM stood without and demanded admission. Tony was 
warmly welcomed by the WM Mike Ashton, who as tradition dictates, offered Tony the gavel of the 
lodge, which he politely declined, wishing the WM and brethren good luck with the installation. Tony 
then introduced the lodgeôs principal guest Chris to the WM, before they both took their rightful places in 
the lodge.  
Upon commencement of the proceedings, master elect Nigel, was presented for installation by John 
Long, who was his seconder into Freemasonry. Nigelôs proposer was his good friend Peter Sykes, who 
sadly passed away in 2016. 
 

DIGNIFIED AND ASSURED 
 

Having been installed into the chair of King Solomon in a dignified and assured manner by Mike, the 
new WM was presented with commendable explanations of the working tools of the third, second and 
first degrees by Mark Laverty, Malcolm Lowe and Aaron Mayers respectively. Aaron is the youngest 
member of Poulton le Sands Lodge and conducted himself with particular dignity. 
Maintaining the quality of the presentations, the address to the master was given by Keith Dorrington 
and that to the wardens by Brian Milner. The address to the brethren was presented by Chris Butter-
field, in an exemplary manner. 
Following the conclusion of the installation ceremony, Chris rose to convey the greetings and best wish-
es of the PrGM and congratulated Nigel on attaining the masterôs chair. Given that Tony was in attend-
ance, Chris asked him to continue bringing his own congratulations. Tony particularly stressed that the 
WM should enjoy his year and wished him good health and a busy year ahead. There was also praise 
for the immediate past master Mike, for all his good work and also for the three brethren who had deliv-
ered the working tools. 
Nigel thanked both Tony and Chris for their kind words, before the immediate past master Mike, pre-
sented Tony with a number of generous lodge disbursements made to charity and good causes, which 
included, WLFC (including gift aid) Ã1,000, MCF 2021 Festival (including white envelope scheme) 
Ã2,514, Morecambe Masonic Hall building fund Ã500, Masonic sporting charities Ã110, MTSFC Ã280, 
group whisky draw Ã100, group walk Ã160, St Johnôs Hospice Ã420, Air Cadets Ã400, Lancaster Renal 
Support Ã700, British Heart Foundation Ã600, Morecambe RNLI Ã300, Duddon Inshore Rescue Ã141 
and Cancer Care Ã500. Tony thanked the brethren for the amazing amount they had raised for charity 
and then presented the lodge with a certificate confirming their status as a patron of the MCF 2021 Fes-
tival. 
At the Festival of St John held at the Heysham Golf Club, the brethren enjoyed a superb celebratory 
banquet, at which Chris was able to offer his own person congratulations to all who had taken part in 
such a fantastic occasion.  

Continued on page 11 

Pictured from left to right, are: Chris Butterfield, Nigel Norris,  
Mike Ashton and Jim Wilson. 
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Nigel becomes master  
 

Continued from page ten 
 
Chris thanked all the grand officers who had accompanied him 
today, especially Tony. He also thanked Jim Wilson for all the 
support he had given him over the last 10 years and wished him 
well on his retirement as the chairman of the group. Congratula-
tions also went to both Mike for all his work today and for his 
commitment to the Blood Bikes Charity in his spare time and to 
the junior brethren who had presented the working tools, adding 
it shows the lodge has a good future ahead. Chris went on to 
comment that the lodge had made good use of the members 
ópathway projectô, to attract, retain and add value to the future of 
new members and it shows. Chris had been coming to the Poul-
ton Le Sands Lodge since 1993 and was proud to see it going 
from strength to strength.  
Chris finished his address by discussing that vibrant and stimulat-
ing degree, the Royal Arch, adding we need to encourage new 
brethren to join, as it is the completion of their journey through 
the Craft, in effect the fourth step in Freemasonry. 
Following the toast to PrGM, Tony stood to reply and said simply 
ñthank youò, 
then sat 

down again, to the amusement of all present. 
The masterôs song was performed by John Atkin-
son, with musical accompaniment by David Tat-
tersall. Before leaving the festive board at the end 
of the evening, the WM presented Chris, on be-
half of the lodge, with a beautiful bouquet of flow-
ers for his wife. The eveningôs raffle raised the 
magnificent total of Ã631, with an extra Ã65 gen-
erated through the ómasters swindleô. 

 
Right: The brethren who gave the commendable ex-
planations of the working tools, from left to right, are:  
Mark Laverty, Malcolm Lowe and Aaron Mayers.  

 

Pictured from left to right, are: Craig Williams, Tony Harrison, Chris Butterfield, David Kenworthy, Nigel Norris, 
Mike Ashton, Steve Plevey, Jim Wilson, Keith Kemp, Philip Gardner and Malcolm Alexander. 

Chris expounds the importance and 
virtues of the Royal Arch to the  

brethren, 


